Introduction
It has been shown by several authors that the nucleolus organizer regions (NORs) of many species, including man, can be selectively stained by silver solutions (Howell et al., 1974; Goodpasture and Bloom, 1975; Bloom and Goodpasture, 1976) .
In man it has been demonstrated by means ofthese techniques that the NORs are located on the secondary constrictions of all the acrocentric chromosomes (Goodpasture et al., 1976; Ferraro et al., 1977) . The stainability of the NORs by silver staining techniques has been rebated to the specific functioning of these regions in the organization of the nucleolus during interphase and early prophase (Miller et al., 1976 a,b; Croce et al., 1977; Pelliccia et al., 1978; Schwarzacher et al., 1978) . As far as the mechanism of selective silver staining is concerned, it has been reported that the stainability of the NOR depends on an acid nucbeolar protein associated with actively transcribing ribosomal cistrons (Howell, 1977; Hubbell et al, 1979 (Fletcher, 1979; Pathak and Hsu, 1979) , and the chromosome core (Howell and Hsu, 1979 .r. 
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